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     FUTURE DIRECTIONS 
You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hid.   

No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 

lampstand,  

and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine 

before others,  

so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 

heaven. 

Matthew 5:14-16 

 

Last month I began a conversation regarding our ministry at FAITH, sharing with 

you the happenings and joys of our ministry at FAITH.  This month I would like 

to open the conversation on our “Future Directions”, and what it means to be a 

“Vital Congregation”.   
 

We have a wonderful base of ministry at FAITH that involves just over 225 members, with 140 participating in 

worship at least once a month. Thirty-five individuals are intimately involved in one or more of our ministries 

on a weekly basis.  Our ministries reach-out to our neighbors through our local food program, and our benev-

olence touches the world-wide Christian community in Tanzania as we provide support for the building of 

churches.  We support Tammy Enete through Campus Crusade, and we are engaged in the larger mission of 

the ELCA through are benevolence.   In and around FAITH we have an active Altar Guild, a monthly gathering 

for our Men, Women and Youth.  Our Choir, Band, Pianists, Ushers, Readers, Hosts and Greeters give sup-

port to our worship ministry. We have two Bible study groups that meet weekly and we offer weekly Sunday 

school with four teachers.  We enjoy several yearly “Fellowship” experiences that bring us together for food 

and celebration. Our Council oversees the ministry of the congregation and we are involved in a transition 

process with the pastoral Call Committee.  We have a Pre-School that is filled with 74 young people, led by 

our Director Gail Balandran, Assistant Director Nancy Lira, and 7 teachers.                                                 

All in all, it is a good ministry…and there is more. 
 

More that we can be about as members of the body of Christ, the bearers of the light of Jesus. More to do as 

we look for creative ways to reach out beyond the walls of our church, deeper into the community. More to 

be about as we seek to grow closer to each other, taking on the mutual cares, burdens and hopes that reso-

nate within the relationships that we share as the people of FAITH Lutheran.  There are many “circles of asso-

ciations” that we maintain in our fellowship.  A mixing and matching of gifts, abilities, strengths and talents.   

All these special relationships are important and vital to our shared ministry. 
 

 

 

We are CHURCH 

       We are LUTHERAN 

    We are CHURCH TOGETHER  

           We are CHURCH FOR THE SAKE OF THE WORLD 
 

 

We know, through our various studies in the ELCA, that “Vital Congregations” 1) desire to strengthen their 

relationship with God, 2) look for ways to nurture their relationships in the congregation, and 3) seek to build 

a strong presence in the community. 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 M O U N TA I N  M O V E R   

 

  The question that follows these statements is always, and, “How will we do this?”   The answer always begins 

with our God who empowers us with the grace, mercy, forgiveness and the hope of Jesus our Christ. And then 

there is more.  Our bold witness, our joyful service and willingness to “just do it!”   Do ministry, be with each 

other, trust in the guidance of our Savior.  Making use of the gifts of the Spirit as given to us in Galatians chapter 

five is a great beginning.  Sharing our confidence in God’s purpose to bring all people into the reign of God is a 

growth mark.  Loving one another in the measure of Jesus’ love for us will fulfill the question.  

 
 

The next logical question follows, “What will we do?”  And this is perhaps the most exciting aspect of our “Future 

Ministry” here at FAITH Lutheran.   If I were to say the “sky is the limit”, you might think that’s foolish, but, what 

if…and that is the spirit that we need.   “What if…”  we tired this or that, even if we have done it before…and 

why not give it a new try.  Or, maybe, just maybe, it is a brand-new idea that has never been done before in this 

congregation.  There is no limit to what is possible…and that is what I am trying to convey.    

 

  I like our congregation’s “Vision Statement”, that calls for constant innovation, experimentation and trust, those 

are great words, but now is the time to put them into practice.  Now is the time for us to introduce people to 

the new life in Christ.  Now is the time to be enthusiastic, “filled with the spirit”, 

as we live out our purpose for now…and for our future. 

 

 

Living into the future with Jesus, 

Interim Pastor Dave Beard 

 

 

HOW WILL WE DO THIS?  

WHAT WILL WE DO?  

FAITH CALL COMMITTEE   
We are pleased to inform that the FLC Call Committee has begun meeting regularly, and often. This is a concert-

ed effort by eight member-volunteers who are entrusting the Holy Spirit to 

guide them to reveal the future of our church.  

Collectively and individually, the team of eight is engaged in deep, contem-

plative consideration and reflection of the surveys and evaluations pro-

duced by the Ministry Exploration Transition (MET) process, and are confi-

dent in the knowledge that the membership freely participated in the feed-

back exercise in February.  But if you feel your voice may have been 

missed, or if you are compelled to add updated comments, please feel free 

to contact a Committee member.   

Through much prayer and divine guidance, the Committee will be discerning the appeal that will inspire our next 

pastor to answer our “call.”  It is a pleasure to be doing the Lord’s work, and we relish in the knowledge that the 

entire congregation is supporting us with continuous prayers and well-wishes.  Keep it up...we feel it!   



together and return to do 

work projects.  This month, 

they will meet on 

August 10th.   

Come and enjoy 

the fellowship 

and the work. 

   Contact Joe 

Pike at 760 985-6049 for 

more information. 

 It has been a pleasure to 

meet with the MEN OF 

FAITH for a monthly 

breakfast and for work 

around the church.   

The Men of Faith gather 

the second Saturday of 

each month at 8:00 a.m. 

in the church parking lot.  

They go out for breakfast 

The WOMEN OF 

FAITH meet monthly, 

for fellowship and Bible 

study.  I am so pleased 

that they are using our 

ELCA Women’s 

“Gather” magazine Bible 

studies.  Not only are 

they great Bible studies 

but they are a wonderful 

         M E N  A N D  W OM E N  O F  F A I T H        

  FLC FELLOWSHIP EVENTS  
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way to connect to the larg-

er ELCA churchwide ex-

pression. Contact Nancy 

Brewster at 626 484-5894 

for more 

info about 

the work 

of the 

Women of 

Faith. 

 

       

FLC Kaleidoscope    

Ministry of Sunday  

Join us Sunday, Septem-

ber 8th at 10:15 a.m. 

following our 

9:15 a.m. 

Summer 

Worship.  

Our celebra-

tions will in-

clude picnic, singing, games, 

Ministry Faire and fellow-

ship.  More exciting infor-

mation to come in the 

coming weeks ad-

vertised in our FLC 

Weekly Bulletin.  

VITAL CONGREAGTIONS DO THESE THREE THINGS: 
Strengthen their Relationship with God 

Leaders who articulate how God shows up in and through the congregation and its people 

A clear understanding of God’s larger mission, purpose in this time and place 

Living into that purpose with a plan for implementation 

Nurtures Relationships 

Vital relationship among leaders, pastor, staff and members creating deeper associations 

People working together in creative, loving and caring ways through success and challenges 

Sharing ministry with a sense of ownership and belonging that drives engagement 

A Strong Presence in the Community 

Open doors that welcome the stranger/Open doors that send us out as friends 

Partnerships with in and through the community that makes a positive impact  

Willingness to share the love of Jesus Christ to all people  

Be The Match Thanks 

 Message from the organiz-

ers of the foundation: 

Thank you again for let-

ting us use Faith Lutheran 

for our event. It was a 

great success.  We raised 

over $1,000 dollars, had 

2 people join our registry 

and had 65 people 

in attendance. 

We are looking 

forward to having 

our event on June 

7, 2020. 

 

July 4th Parade Thanks  

Our thanks to all who 

contributed to,  decorated  

and rode on 

the FLC float in 

the La Verne 

Independence 

Day Parade. 

Special thanks 

to our organiz-

ers Doug Hal-

vorsen and Joe 

Pike.  

Family Night Thanks  

Our thanks 

to the fami-

lies of the 

FLC Pre-

school and 

church 

families 

who 

attend-

ed our 

first, 

“Growing Family Faith” 

night.  Special thanks to 

FLC members who came 

to work different stations 

with the children and 

came to the evening plan-

ning parties prior to the 

event.  



505 East Bonita Avenue 

San Dimas, California 91773 

P 909 599-3978 

F 909 599-3324 

E flc@faithsd.net 

W www.faithsd.net 

Dave P. Beard, Interim Pastor 

E pastordavidbeard@aol.com                  

C 925 216-6560 

F A I T H  L U T H E R A N    

C H U R C H   

P H O T O  O F  T H E  M O N T H  

I N T R O D U C I N G  P E O P L E  T O  N E W  L I F E  I N  

J E S U S  C H R I S T  T H A T  G R O W S  I N T O  

E N T H U S I A S T I C  C H R I S T I A N  L I V I N G .  

www.faithsd.net 

THE VISION CORNER 

   What if we provided the funds to pay our mortgage, 

support all our existing ministries, and call an 

associate pastor and a minister of music? 

   What gifts and strengths would we want those 

persons to have?  What new ministries is God 

calling us to do?  Who could we reach toward 

realizing our mission to introduce people to new life in 

Jesus Christ that grows into enthusiastic living? 

   Send your thoughts to flcsecretary@faithsd.net or 

call them in to the church at 909 599-3978, or speak 

with Pastor Dave Beard 

or a member of our 

Church Council about 

them.  Pray about how 

you can help realize our 

mission. 

   

FLC “Growing Family Faith” Night  

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

C A L L  C O M M I T -

T E E E  

2  

F E L L O W S H I P  3  

M E N  & W O M E N  

O F  F A I T H   

3  

P A S T O R ’ S  A R -

T I C L E   

1 -

2  

F E L L O W S H I P  

T H A N K S  

3  

V I T A L  C O N -

G R E G A T I O N S   

3  

C A L E N D A R   5  
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August  

   Connect to WiFi at FLC.  

Password: welivebyfaitht1 (all 
lower case, ending with the    
# “1”. 

Discover more news, photos and info at our web site: faithsd.net. 


